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As an introvert, I am writing this newsletter article specifically as a challenge to myself. The 

challenge to myself is to get out and experience this world around me as often as I possibly 

can. That's a hard challenge for an introvert who would rather snuggle up to a good movie, 

book or puzzle, you name it as long as I can find it at home. But I tell you in 2026, it's what I 

am going to push myself to do. We close out our year with the birth of Jesus, and then we 

begin 2026 with the challenge to open our eyes really wide to see and understand just who 

this Jesus really is. He's not just the baby you go see for 15 minutes, hand some balloons to the parents, and 

then go home. Epiphany is about how much more he is to us. 
 

We barely scratch the surface with Jesus. Whether you are an introvert or not, I think what we usually all have 

in common is we like to jump to conclusions.  We like to rush to quick judgment. We believe we have seen 

enough. In other words, some introverts might think to themselves, “Why make the trek to see the baby Jesus 

lying in a manger? Some say He is the Messiah; some say He is not. I will just wait for someone to come back 

and tell me first-hand what they think.” In today's world we might say things like, “I don't think I will go see that 

new movie that's out, it's received a lot of bad reviews.” Sometimes the introvert might even make up his or 

her mind before getting even an ounce of information.  

 

But then there are those who might decide to journey to the manger, but they miss out on the Divine incarnate 

because they are too busy complaining about the smell of dung, or they are busy critiquing the mom. “How 

could she let her baby sleep among animals? Well, I never!” There are also those who believe wholeheartedly 

and without much convincing but only because they fear getting too close to the action. “You say that's Jesus 

over there in the manger? I'll take your word for it. Call me a believer, I don't need any more proof...I'm afraid if 

I get in there too close they might ask me to hold him or change his diaper. That's not necessary.”  
 

We all have different ways or reasons not to take another step. Some fear disappointment, some fear 

commitment. Some simply fear. But the point to all of this is...sometimes the epiphany that's waiting to happen 

to you, is really just one step away, one step more.  God in Christ Jesus is out there making things happen. We 

are called to experience it firsthand and proclaim it for what it is.  This 2026 let's get out there with Jesus 

witnessing His works and participating in faith so that we won't find ourselves saying to someone who 

experienced the divine “What happened?” But instead experiencing the epiphanies God has waiting for you 

and proclaiming to all in faith “You had to be there! It was amazing and I am going back for more!” 

 



 
2    Reed Wilson, Anna Kear 
3    Richard Minner 
4    Jill Hecker, Janet McCrery 
6    Margo Seckel 
7    Jared Haas, Kenneth Rider 
8    Amanda Holsinger 
9    Keith Sanderson 
13  Nancy Holsinger 
14  Bowen Kear 
16  Mary Flach 
17  Gabe Freshour 
21  Mary Criswell, Merle Reed 
23  April Taylor 
25  Robert Taylor, Brayden Boyd 
27  Anita Baker 
30  Kenneth Norris, Colin Boyd 
31  Ann Huff 

 

 
Attendance 

   a.m. 

 

 
 

Please pray for our Shut-In Members: Virginia Chaney, Nettie Criswell, Pat Flinchbaugh, Betty Hampton, 
Kenneth Linstedt, Bob Lucas, Gloria McMahan, Neil Miller, Janice Nicolosi, Barb Parks, Brenda Rider, and Trent 
Standley, and Ed Zeisler. 
 
Sympathy Notes 
We express our deepest sympathy to the family and friends of Dean Shelton.  Dean was called to his heavenly 
home December 5, 2025.   
We express our deepest sympathy to the family and friends of William “Bill” Bennett.  Bill was called to his 
heavenly home on Sunday, December 21, 2025 

Date Sunday School 8:30 a.m. 10:30 a.m. 

November 23 43 30 88 

Thanksgiving Eve Service  -  52 

November 30 24 25 91 

December 7 35 27 68 

December 14 Bad Weather – Church was cancelled 

December 21 29 29 101 

 

A Birthday Prayer for You 

On your special day, I pray that God will continue to warm your heart and 
lift your spirits while granting you peace and serenity on this very special 

day of yours. Happy birthday to you and may God bless you! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



8:30 a.m. Greeters & Sound Board Schedule 
 

Greeters – 8:30 Worship     
January 4 – Mike & Linda Mills 
January 11 – The Clabaugh Family 
January 18 – The Stover Family 
January 25 – Gary & Sandy Redd 
  
 

  Sound 8:30 Camera 8:30  Slides 8:30 

1st Sunday Nate Freshour Linda Mills Sam Freshour 

2nd Sunday Ben Criswell Gary Redd Sam Freshour 

3rd Sunday Ben Criswell Lynn Mullins Sam Freshour 

4th Sunday Ben Criswell Pam Larkin Judy Stambazze 

5th Sunday Lleyton Holsinger   Sara McKenney 
 

 
 

10:30 a.m. Liturgist, Greeters & Acolytes, Bell Ringers, & Sound Board Schedule 
 

Liturgist – 10:30 Worship                                             Greeters & Acolytes – 10:30 Worship 
January 4 – Lynette Burris    January 4 – David Haines and Shelly Kincaid 
January 11 -       January 11 – John Haas 
January 18 -      January 18 – Tammy Criswell & Liam 
January 25 – Sara McKenney    January 25 -  
 

 
Bell Ringers   
January 4 – The Deeter Family 
January 11 – Trish Franklin 
January 18 – John Haas 
January 25 – John & Diane Row 
   
 

 Sound 10:30  Camera 10:30  Slides 10:30  

1st Sunday Ben Criswell Addyson Holsinger John Holsinger 

2nd Sunday Aurora Roszman Janey Fassler Joe Miller 

3rd Sunday Ben Criswell Sara McKenney  

4th Sunday Ben Criswell Janey Fassler Colin Boyd 

5th Sunday Lleyton Holsinger John Holsinger Sara McKenney 

 
 
 

Hospitality Center 
1st Sunday – Guiding Light Circle    
2nd Sunday – Faith Builders Sunday School Class 
3rd Sunday – Serendipity Sunday School Class  
4th Sunday – Martha Horne Circle 
5th Sunday – New Beginnings Sunday School Class 
 
 



 
 

Tara Casey 
Gloria Craig 

Emma Crease, 2329 Feather Ln., Marion, OH 43302 
Barry Franklin  

Patricia Franklin 
Trish Franklin 

Paula Kline 
Sharon Mathews 

Jennifer Moore, 574 Portland Way N., Galion, OH 44833 
Charlene Niner  

Harry Niner 
Allan O’Neil  
Janell O’Neil 

Richard Schwaderer 
Angela Stanforth 

Joyce Thomas 
Shelly Yates-Kincaid, 995 Mt. Vernon Ave., Marion, OH 43302 

 
 

Directory Updates 
Larry Dean Hileman, P. O. Box 44, Marion, OH 43301 
Charlene Spillman, P. O. Box 44, Marion, OH 43301

Team Meetings 
The Board of Trustees will meet on Monday, January 5th, at 6 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall 
The Finance Team will meet on Thursday, January 8th, at 7 p.m. in the Upper Room 
The Staff-Pastor-Parish-Relations Team will meet on Monday, January 12th, at 6 p.m. in the Upper Room 
The Vacation Bible School Team will meet on Tuesday, January 13th, at 6 p.m. in the Upper Room 
The Leadership Team will meet on Thursday, January 15th, at 6 p.m. in the Upper Room 
 
The Sacrament of Holy Communion will be served at both services on Sunday, January 4th.   
 
The YA Squad will meet on Sunday, January 11th and Sunday, January 25th, at 1 p.m. 
 
Youth Fellowship will meet on Sunday, January 11th and Sunday, January 25th, from 2:30 p.m. – 4 p.m.   
 
Ladies’ Lunch will not meet in January. 
 
Neighborhood Supper will be Friday, January 16th, from 5 – 6 p.m. as a Carry-Out Meal. 
 
 
 



Men’s Prayer Breakfast will be held on Saturday, January 17th, at 8 a.m.  There will be good food, devotions and 
fellowship!  Please join this amazing group of men!  For the month of January, they will be collecting for 
Salvation Army Food Pantry and Dog Pound.  They are in need of dog food and cleaning supplies. 
 
On Sunday, January 18th, we will be collecting a special Human Relations Day Offering. 
 
 

SUPER BOWL SUB SALE - Your SPPRT and Finance Team will be taking orders for 
subs starting January 18th and ending on January 25th.  The subs will be ready just in 
time for the game, February 8th.  Cost of the subs will be $5.00 each.  
 

All proceeds will go towards our General Fund expenses. This will be our 38th Sub 
sale over the last 22 years.  The first 37 have been completely sold out.  Help us do it 
again and enjoy some great subs!! 
 

Pick-up times will be Thursday Feb.5th 5:00-7:00PM, Friday Feb. 6th 5:30-6:30PM, Sat. Feb.7th 10:00-11:00AM, 
or after both services on Feb.8th. 

 

If anyone else has an interest in helping to Serve our Church with this fundraiser and would like to join us 
prepping the subs on Tuesday Feb. 3rd at 5:00pm to help slice and stack the meat and cheese or Thursday Feb. 5th 
at 10:00am and/or 5:00pm to make the subs, it would be greatly appreciated.  It really is a lot of fun making the 
subs and enjoying fellowship at the same time.  Please see Pete or Judy Stambazze on what is needed. 
 
Newsletter Deadline will be Tuesday, January 20th, for our February 2026 Tower Notes!  
 
Free Community Breakfast will be held again on Saturday, January 24th, from 8:30 – 10:30 a.m.  Come one, come 
all to help, support or just have breakfast and fellowship.  
 
We will collect for the Salvation Army Food Pantry on Sunday, January 25th.  Suggested donations: Soups & 
Crackers.  They are also in need of paper products and feminine products.  Put your donations in the shopping 
cart in the back of the sanctuary.  Thank you! 
 
Noisy Collection will be on Sunday, January 25th, for the Community Breakfast Fund. 
 
Laundry Love Ministry will be Monday, January 26th, at 4:30 p.m.  at the Southtown Cleaning Village, 355 S. Main 
Street in Marion.  They are in need of Laundry Detergent.  Please bring your donations to the church.  
 
The Monday Morning Bible Study will meet every Monday morning at 9:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall.   
 
2026 Wall Calendars are on sale again this year for $8.00 in the Welcome Center.   
 
The Flower Calendar for 2026 is hanging up in the hallway.  The price for fresh flowers is $46.95.  Silk flowers 
are still $5.00.  Select your date to remember a loved one or to honor a family member or friend. Make checks 
payable to Prospect Street United Methodist Church.   
 
Service DVD’s for Shut-Ins!  We have DVD’s available of our 10:30 a.m. worship service for anyone who would 
like to borrow or have a copy.  We are delivering DVD’s on Monday mornings!   
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
Thank you for all the donations we received on our Mitten Tree this year for Leapin’ Outreach.  We had a total 
of 4 sets of hats & mittens, 1 earmuff, 7 boys underwear, 6 baby blankets, 6 scarves, 20 hats, 37 sets of gloves, 
and 90 sets of socks.   
 
Dear Prospect Street UMC Members!  Bless your donation of new hats & mittens for our clients at Leapin’ 
Outreach Center.  This will help many keep warm this winter.  Thank you and God bless!  Nolan Hensel, Director 
 
Dear Congregation, I hope this letter finds you well.  We wanted to take a moment to express our heartfelt 
gratitude for your generous donation of $1,500 to our homeless shelter.  Your contribution will play a critical 
role in allowing us to support and guide our residents in their journey.  Dana Martin, Executive Director 
 
Thank you for all the beautiful Christmas cards and gifts.  They were greatly appreciated.  Erika Meligan 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Faith Builders Sunday School Class meets in the Upper Room.  Hollie Freshour is the facilitator.   
 
The New Beginnings Class will be continuing its study of the Book of Judges during January. These are good 
stories not often studied or referred to, and are worth your time. Characters featured include Gideon, Samson, 
Deborah, Jephthah and eight other lesser-known ones. This study is leading up to the establishment of Kings in 
Israel, particularly the reign of David. After the current study, which will include a couple of weeks looking at 
the Book of Ruth (a great grandmother of David), we’ll return to the New Testament for a quarter of something 
interesting after which we’ll return to our Old Testament story which will be continue in 1 and 2 Samuel. 
If your New Years Resolution includes learning more about the Bible—What It Says, When Events in It 
Happened and How the Old and New Testaments Tie Together—you might want to give this class a try. We are 
located in the basement, right off the elevator and invite you to join us. Who knows, next year you could be 
patting yourself on the back for how much you’ve learned in 2026. Dave McCartney 
 
The Young Adult Sunday School Class meets in the Upper Room.  Hollie Freshour is the facilitator.   
 
The Teen Sunday School Class meets on the 3rd floor in the youth room.  Rev. Brooke Hilliard is the teacher. 
 
The Serendipity Sunday School Class Happy New Year!  2026 is a new year, a new beginning, let us fill it with 
love, hope and peace in this world we live in. One of the bible verses I enjoy reading comes to us from Jeremiah 
29: 11.  "For I know the plans I have for you," declares the Lord, "plans to prosper you and not to harm you, 
plans to give you hope and a future".  We, the Serendipity Sunday School class, are committed to explore Gods 
word, the Bible. Every Sunday we try to nurture one another in our spiritual walk. Please consider joining an 
adult Sunday School Class.  God Bless All, Terry 
 

Thank You Notes 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our word of the month is BOW. According to Webster’s dictionary, to bow is to bend down the head or body in 
respect. Another word for bow is yield. We bow to our Father. We yield to His way because His ways are 
different from our ways. In this new year, let us not be afraid to bow down to our Father. Let us be willing to 
yield to His will for our life. Let us bow when we worship, when we pray and when we talk to our Father. For the 
month of January, let us be willing to bow down in all circumstances. And remember to keep praying for us as we 
are praying for you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We had a productive year in 2025. An adult Sunday School Class was added. We recruited some new volunteers 
to work with the children.  A Potluck luncheon was enjoyed by nearly a hundred people. Blessings Sunday was 
enjoyed by many folks, both regular attendees and guests. We will be announcing another Potluck in early 2026. 
We hope you will join us and invite your friends, also. 
 
In 2026, we hope to grow our Sunday School attendance. Participating in a Sunday School class is a keyway to 
increase Biblical learning whether you are a child, a youth, or an adult. It is a way to grow in understanding God’s 
plan for each of us and to help us recognize and appreciate His hands at work in our daily lives. We will be 
hosting a planning meeting on Tuesday, January 13th at 6 p.m. If you are interested in helping in our education 
efforts or have suggestions for ways to increase attendance, please feel free to attend our meeting. Consider this 
to be an open invitation. 
 
Please take advantage of the learning opportunities presented to you. Invite friends and family to join us. 
In a few short months it will be Spring and we will have a Spring Fling for the children. Then in a few months we’ll 
be hosting Vacation Bible School. If you are interested in helping with the children and youth, please let Colleen 
McCartney or Pastor Josh know. We can never have too many helpers!  
 
Thank you for your support.  Colleen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Education Team  



 
 
 
The Hilda Weiss will meet on Monday, January 12th, at 1 p.m. at Seton Square. 
 
The Martha Horne Circle will not meet in January. 
 
The Guiding Light Circle met at Judy Stambazze’s on December 9th for our Christmas Potluck and Christmas 
Clearinghouse gift exchange.  Our next meeting will be at the church on January 13th at 1 p.m.  Ladies who are 
looking for a circle to join are encouraged to come. 
 
The United Women In Faith Executive Board will meet Monday, January 26th, at 2 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. 
 

HAVE YOU HEARD OF "OPEN DOORS"? 
    OPEN DOORS is a Christian Organization that Norma Stump has been involved with for many years. 
They send missionaries to foreign countries to help persecuted Christians. Each year they produce a list of the 50 
most persecuted countries. Norma has charted some of the information for the 30 most persecuted in 2025. 
The chart is on the bulletin board as you come into the sanctuary from the hallway. Please contact Norma if you 
would like to know more about OPEN DOORS. She is willing to present a program to any church group that might 
be interested. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Here are some wellness tips for 2026: 
 

• Focus on Nature: Spend time in nature to support the immune system and reduce stress hormones.  
 
 

• Limit Screen Time: Take time away from screens to reconnect with yourself and others.  
 
 

• Move More: Regular exercise and movement are essential for mental health, mood, and overall           
well-being.  

 
 

• Eat More Green Vegetables: Incorporate dark green vegetables into your meals for increased fiber,                
   antioxidants, and vitamins.  

 

 

• Emotional Resilience: Cultivate purpose and build social connections to support resilience and                
longevity.  

 

 

• Precision Wellness: Prioritize sustainable habits and personalized wellness plans that align with your     
lifestyle.  

 
 
These tips reflect a shift towards more intentional and sustainable wellness practices in 2026. 

 
 

United Women In Faith 

Health Ministry  
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Offering Envelopes for 2026 – If you would like envelopes, please call Erika at the church office. 
 
E-Tithing is an automatic withdrawal from your checking account and is remitted automatically to the church.   
We can set it up so it will deduct from your checking account on the 1st and/or the 15th of each month.  
Contact the church office for more information!  
 
Kroger Community Rewards – Please enroll in the Kroger Community Program.  Go to 
www.krogercommunityrewards.com and all the details on creating an online account are there.  Under 
Community Rewards make sure you search and select “Prospect St. United Meth. Chur” our Organization 
number is VF478. Thank you!  If you have any questions, please call Erika. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I thought it might be more meaningful to know our church’s connection to the military people we pray for. 
 
In the Army:  
Erika Meligan’s son in-law, Waitman Kapaldo, is stationed in Ft. Knox, Kentucky. 
 

Virginia Chaney’s great grandson Brandon & his wife Page are both in the Army.  Brandon is at the Tomb of the 
Unknown Soldiers.  Page is in the Army’s Justice Department. 
 

John & Diane Row’s grandson, Drew, is a green beret.  Now stationed in the United States with his wife, Abby, 
who is also serving in the U.S. Army. 
 

Velma Clabaugh’s great nephew, Luke Bushatz, is in the National Guard in Alaska.  He is in charge of over 100 
guardsmen there. 
 

Darlynn Blessing’s granddaughter, Loren Nicole Peterson, is a lieutenant Commander presently stationed in 
Highland Park Illinois. 
 
In the Navy:   
Ralph Craig’s son, Andrew, is in the Navy Reserve in Nevada. 
 

Stan & Jill Casey’s son-in-law Darren Mills is in the New Zealand Navy. 
 

Anita Baker’s granddaughter, Kaitlyn Crosby, is stationed in California. 
 
In the Air Force:  
Rick & Terri Highfill’s daughter, Lydia, is stationed in Texas. 
 

If you know of anyone else who should be on this list, please contact Norma Stump at 267-387-1251. 

Church Finances 

Military Prayer List 

 If you have any question or concerns, please see our Finance Chair, Randy DeWitt.. 



 
 

Please include the following people and events in your daily prayers. 
 

01  Happy New Year  

02 Reed Wilson, Anna Kear  

03  Richard Minner  

04  Janet McCrery, Jill Hecker  

05 Those who have or are recovering from the flu  

06  Margo Seckel  

07  Kenneth Rider, Jared Haas  

08  Amanda Holsinger  

09  Keith Sanderson  

10 People who work outside  

11  People in the hospital  

12 Our District Superintendent   

13  Nancy Holsinger  

14  Bowen Kear  

15  College students  

16 Mary Flach  

17 Gabe Freshour  

18 Our shut ins  

19 Our doctors  

20  Families who have lost loved ones  

21  Merle Reed, Mary Criswell  

22  Erika Meligan  

23  April Taylor  

24 Bow  

25  Robert Taylor, Brayden Boyd  

26 An early spring  

27  Anita Baker  

28  Caregivers  

29  Teachers  

30  Kenneth Norris, Colin Boyd  

31  Ann Huff 



 
 

SUNDAY 
 

MONDAY 
 

TUESDAY 
 

WEDNESDAY 
 

THURSDAY 
 

FRIDAY 
 

SATURDAY    
 

 
  

1  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

2 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

3 
 

10 a.m. 
Children’s Choir 

 
  

4   Holy Communion 
       

8:30 a.m. 
Praise Celebration 

9:30 a.m. 
Sunday School 

10:30am 
Traditional Worship 

  

5 
 

9:30 a.m. 
Bible Study 

6 p.m. 
Board of Trustees 

6:30 p.m. 
BSA Scouts  

6 

 
5 p.m. & 6:30 p.m. 

TOPS Weigh-In 
 & Meeting   

7 
 
 

7 p.m. 
Senior Choir  

8 
 
 

7 p.m. 
Finance Team 

  

9 
 
 
  

10 
 
 

10 a.m. 
Children’s Choir 

  

11 
 

8:30 a.m. 
Praise Celebration 

9:30 a.m. 
Sunday School 

10:30am 
Traditional Worship 

1 p.m. 
YA Squad 
2:30 p.m. 

Youth Gathering 
  

12 
 
 

9:30 a.m. 
Bible Study 

1 p.m. 
Hilda Weiss Circle 

6 p.m. 
Staff-Pastor-Parish 

Relations Team 
6:30 p.m. 

BSA Scouts 
  

13 
 

1 p.m. 
Guiding Light Circle 
5 p.m. & 6:30 p.m. 

TOPS Weigh-In 
& Meeting 

6 p.m. 
VBS Meeting  

14 
 
 

7 p.m. 
Senior Choir 

  

15 
 

 
6 p.m. 

Leadership Team 
  

16 
 
 

 
5 – 6 p.m. 

Neighborhood 
Supper Carry-Out  

17 
 

8 a.m. 
Men’s Prayer 

Breakfast 
10 a.m. 

Children’s Choir  

18     
 

8:30 a.m. 
Praise Celebration  

9:30 a.m. 
Sunday School 

10:30am 
Traditional Worship  

19 
 

9:30 a.m. 
 Bible Study  

6:30 p.m. 
BSA Scouts 

 
  

20 
 

5 p.m. & 6:30 p.m. 
TOPS Weigh-In 

& Meeting 
 

Newsletter 
Deadline 

 

21 
 

 
7 p.m. 

Senior Choir 
 
 
 

22 
 

 
 

23 
 
 

 
 
 

24 
 
8:30 – 10:30 a.m. 

Community 
Breakfast 
10 a.m. 

Children’s Choir 
 

25 
8:30 a.m. 

Praise Celebration 
9:30 a.m. 

Sunday School 
10:30am 

Traditional Worship 
Noisy Collection 

Salvation Army Food 
 Pantry Collection 

1 p.m. 
YA Squad 
2:30 p.m. 

Youth Gathering 
 

26 
 
 
 

9:30 a.m. 
Bible Study 

2 p.m. 
UWIF Exec. Board 

4:30 p.m. 
Laundry Love 

6:30 p.m. 
BSA Scouts 

 

27 
 
 
 

5 p.m. & 6:30 p.m. 
TOPS Weigh-In 

 & Meeting 
 

28 
 

 
 

7 p.m. 
Senior Choir 

 

29 
 

 
 

30 31 
 
 
 

10 a.m. 
Children’s Choir 
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                 RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
  
             SENT WITH A PRAYER AND A BLESSING TO 

                                      Sunday Worship 

8:30 a.m.   Praise Celebration 

9:30 a.m.   Sunday School 

10:30 a.m.  Traditional Worship 

 

Pastor: Joshua Freshour 

 

Church Office Hours: 

Tuesday, Wednesday, and Friday from 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

Church Phone: 740-382-6069     

Web-site: www.prospectstreetumc.com 

Pastor Josh: pastor@prospectstreetumc.com 

Erika: secretary@prospectstreetumc.com 

 

              Fully wheelchair accessible!                                Valet Parking! 
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