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Mission Statement:  
  

“We are united to love God,   
to grow in our commitment to Christ,  

to serve others, and welcome all people.”   



2nd Sunday of Advent  
 

 

Joshua Freshour, Pastor 
 

*Please stand if you are able                                                                       Please silence electronic devices 
 
 
 
 
 
WELCOME                                                                                                                     Pastor Josh Freshour 
 
CHURCH MISSION STATEMENT                                                               

“We are united to love God,   
to grow in our commitment to Christ,  

to serve others, and welcome all people.”   
            
PRELUDE                                                                                     Jim Anderson & Gary Flach  

                       “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” arr. by Lani Smith 
 
       Lighting of the Altar Candles 
                                           

Use this time to prepare your heart for worship 
 
RINGING OF THE CHURCH BELL 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP 
Leader:  It's one thing to see God where God is. 

People:  It's another thing entirely to go where God is. 

Leader:  Christ doesn't save us.... 

People:  By keeping us hidden away safe and sound. 

Leader:  Christ saves us when we go out into the world in faith to the places that need saving. 

People:  We are truly saved when we love without worrying about the cost. 

 
*OPENING HYMN                                      “O Come, All Ye Faithful”                                                      #234 

1. O come all ye faithful, 
joyful and triumphant, 

O come ye, 
O come ye, to Bethlehem. 

Come and behold him, 
born the King of angels; 
2. True God of true God, 
Light from Light Eternal, 

lo, he shuns not 
the Virgin’s womb; 
Son of the Father, 

begotten, not created; 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 

Christ the Lord. 



3. Sing, choirs of angels, 
sing in exultation; 

O sing, all ye citizens 
of heaven above! 

Glory to God, 
all glory in the highest; 

O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 

Christ the Lord. 
4. See how the shepherds, 
summoned to his cradle, 

leaving their flocks, 
draw nigh to gaze; 
we too will thither 

bend our joyful footsteps; 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 

Christ the Lord. 
5. Child, for us sinners 

poor and in the manger, 
we would embrace thee 

with love and awe. 
Who would not love thee, 

loving us so dearly? 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 

Christ the Lord. 
6. Yea, Lord, we greet thee, 
born this happy morning, 

Jesus, to thee be 
all glory given. 

Word of the Father, 
now in flesh appearing: 

O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 

Christ the Lord. 
 
LIGHTING THE CANDLE OF LOVE                                                                              Marci & Randy Dewitt 
 
At times we get the themes of advent confused and cause them to start working for us instead of the other 
way around...hope for a new car, we want some peace and quiet for us.  We find joy doing the things we 
like to do.  We do the same thing with love. Love is selfless. Not selfish....selfless. But we try to control love 
when we make it start working for us, choosing only to love those things which we already like. It's easy to 
love pizza when you already like it. When we choose to go to work for love, then we will love even when 
it's difficult to do so.  
 
Lighting the Candle of Love 
 
We light the candle of love today. Jesus came to Earth because God so loved the world.  And while that is 
the truth, “God does love the world”, it's not the kind of love that excuses things and looks the other way 



when things get tough.  Instead love is about hearing one another out and then reconciling the differences 
we have with one another.   Sometimes we use love so as to allow excusing things to outweigh 
accountability.  And this breeds apathy.  Jesus came to this world not because he felt sorry for us...having 
pity for our state and delivering us the news that while there is love, there is no hope but instead he came 
because he believed that even though we are hard to love, we were worth the time and investment 
because each of us were and are always meant for more. And we were always meant for relationship. 
 
WITNESS IN MUSIC                                   “Cradle and the Cross”                                             Senior Choir 

Duet, Lynette Burris & John Lewis 
 

The cradle and the cross, 
don’t you know, 

are both made of the rarest kind of tree. 
And who can count the cost 

of the precious wood 
that rocked the Baby born for Calvary? 

Long before the earth was formed 
God prepared a glorious plan. 

A little Baby born to die 
to redeem the life of man. 
The cradle and the cross, 

don’t you know, 
are both made of the rarest kind of tree. 

And who can count the cost 
of the precious wood 

that rocked the Baby born for Calvary? 
Dare we speak of Easter now? 

The manger and the tomb 
seem worlds apart. 

But the Baby in that crib 
hung on a cross to claim your heart. 

The cradle and the cross, 
don’t you know, 

Are both made of the rarest kind of tree. 
And who can count the cost 

of the precious wood 
that rocked the Baby born for Calvary? 

Christmas is a time of love and joy 
So it might seem odd to say 

that without the cross 
it doesn’t mean a thing. 

Christmas is just another day. 
The cradle and the cross, 

don’t you know, 
are both made of the rarest kind of tree. 

And who can count the cost 
Of the precious wood 

that rocked the Baby born for Calvary? 
God’s own Son was born for you and me. 

 
RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS                                                  

Kathy Griffith 
Shawn Hastings 

Larry Knapp 



Margo Long 
Ida Miller 

Bryce Starner 
 
 

Let us join together in professing the Christian faith as contained in the Scriptures  
of the Old and New Testaments. 

 
Do you believe in God the Father? 

 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ? 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, 
his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived 
by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
is seated at the right hand 

of the Father, and will come again 
to judge the living and the dead. 

 
Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 

 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 

 
Members of the household of God, 

I commend these persons 
to your love and care. 
Do all in your power 

to increase their faith, 
confirm their hope, 

and perfect them in love.  
 

We give thanks 
for all that God has already given you 

and we welcome you 
in Christian love. 

As members together with you 
in the body of Christ 

and in this congregation 
of The United Methodist Church, 



we renew our covenant 
faithfully to participate 

in the ministries of the church 
by our prayers, our presence, 

our gifts, and our service, 
that in everything 

God may be glorified 
through Jesus Christ. 

 
OFFERING     
        Offertory                                                                                                                 Jim Anderson, Soloist                   
                                                           “The Voice In the Wilderness” by John Prindle Scott 
        *Doxology                     “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                                               #95 
        *Prayer of Thanksgiving   
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                          “Jesus Loves Me” vs. 1 

Children under age four may go to the Nursery 
Children ages four through 5th Grade are dismissed for Junior Worship 

 
SCRIPTURE READING                            Romans 15:4-13  
4 For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by steadfastness and by 
the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope.  5 May the God of steadfastness and 
encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus,

 6 so that 
together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.  7 Welcome one 
another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.  8 For I tell you that Christ has 
become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in order that he might confirm the 
promises given to the patriarchs 9 and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is 
written, “Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles and sing praises to your name”; 10 and again he 
says, “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people”; 11 and again, “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the 
peoples praise him”; 12 and again Isaiah says, “The root of Jesse shall come, the one who rises to rule the 
Gentiles; in him the Gentiles shall hope.”  13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in 
believing, so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 
This is the Word of God for the People of God. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
MESSAGE                                                   “Turn Turn Turn”                                                                         
 
HYMN OF PREPARATION              “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” vs. 1 & 2                                       #211 

1. O come, O come, 
Emmanuel, 
and ransom 

captive Israel, 
that mourns in 
lowly exile here 

until the Son 
of God appear. 

Rejoice! Rejoice!  
Emmanuel 

shall come to thee, 
O Israel. 

2. O come, thou wisdom 
from on high, 



and order all things 
far and nigh; 

to us the path of 
knowledge show 

and cause us in her 
ways to go. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! 
Emmanuel 

shall come to thee, 
O Israel. 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
HOLY COMMUNION 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name. 
Thy Kingdom come,   
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
*CLOSING HYMN                               “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates”                                         #213 

1. Lift up your heads, 
ye mighty gates; 
behold the King 
of glory waits; 

the King of kings 
is drawing near; 

the Savior of 
the world is here! 

2. Fling wide the portals 
of your heart; 

make it a temple 
set apart 

from earthly use 
for heaven’s employ, 
adorned with prayer 

and love and joy. 
3. Redeemer, come, 

with us abide; 
our hearts to thee 

we open wide; 
let us thy inner 
presence feel; 



thy grace and love 
in us reveal. 

4. Thy Holy Spirit 
lead us on 

until our glorious 
goal is won; 

eternal praise, 
eternal fame 

be offered, Savior, 
to thy name! 

 
*BENEDICTION                                                                                 
 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE                      “God Be With You”                                           

God be with you till we meet again; 
by his counsels guide, uphold you, 
with his sheep securely fold you; 

God be with you till we meet again. 
Till we meet, till we meet,  
till we meet at Jesus’ feet; 
till we meet, till we meet,  

God be with you till we meet again. 
 
 
POSTLUDE                                       “Hark, The Herald Angels Sing”  

arr. by Carolyn Hamlin & Faye Lopez 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
Liturgist: Sara McKenney 

Greeters/Acolytes: Terry & Ann Huff 
 
 
 
 
 

Altar Flowers are placed in honor of Cheryl & Mike Doezema’s 50th wedding anniversary. 
 
Last day to order your shirts with the church logo from the SKI group!  Order forms are available in 
the foyer along with sample shirts.  Want an order form emailed to you?  Contact Susan Rockwell at 
bshouston@roadrunner.com or call/text at 740-396-2531.  You can go to sanmar.com for more options or 
contact Janey Fassler at Vizual Express.  If you have questions, see one of the SKI members. 
 
Open House - You are invited to come help celebrate Mike & Cheryl Doezema’s 50th wedding anniversary 
this afternoon from 3 – 5 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. 
 
Monday Morning Bible Study Group – every Monday at 9:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  
 
The S.K.I. Group will meet tomorrow at 5 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. 
 
T.E.A. on Tuesdays at 9:30 a.m. - Panera Bread is the place to be!   
 
Book Study – every Wednesday at 5:30 p.m. and Friday at 10:30 a.m. in the Upper Room.  
 
The Finance Team will meet on Thursday, December 8, at 7 p.m. in the Upper Room. 
 

mailto:bshouston@roadrunner.com


The “Tour of Churches” is a downtown merchant’s sponsored event.  On Friday, December 9, from 
5 - 8 p.m., we will once again be welcoming the Marion community to tour our church.  Please help!  Sign 
up in the foyer or talk to Diane Row or Linda Kear.  Come on and join the fun, and have a cookie or two 
from Darlynn’s table of goodies on December 9. 
 
The Sr. Choir will be presenting a Christmas Musical entitled HOW GREAT OUR JOY on Sunday, 
December 11, at the 10:30 Service.  As the Sr. Choir presents the musical -- HOW GREAT OUR JOY - 
we hope that our church family will enjoy celebrating the same joy that was celebrated by St. Francis of 
Assisi centuries ago, and continues now for years to come, based upon the gift of Heaven's Love, our 
savior Jesus Christ. 
 
Sunday, December 11 - Christmas Caroling after the second service.  A chili and hotdog lunch will be 
served; carolers will join a group, receive a route, song books, and sent out to bring joy.  Pastor Joe has 
planned our routes and been a caroler for many years.  All ages are welcome; those we visit enjoy seeing 
children and youth.  See Linda Kear or Pastor Joe. 
 
Ladies’ Lunch – Sunday, December 11, after the 10:30 a.m. worship service. 
 
What is Christmas time without a children’s Christmas play?  BORING!  Plans are underway and we 
need to hear from you that you will get your kids to practice and allow them to be here December 18 for 
the 10:30 service to warm our hearts with their gifts. 
 
Personal Care Items Needed for Christmas Community Breakfast 12/24/22 - Our December 
Community Breakfast will be held Christmas Eve morning (8:30 -10:30).  While this will be a very busy time 
for many, we hope that you will come and share the love of Christ with one another and/or those in our 
community who may be less fortunate.  And for the super busy, what better way to start your day than to 
come eat (without the cleanup), spend some one-on-one time with others, and then get moving with the 
rest of your day. 
Because it’s Christmas we would like to give a small gift to those attending.  Personal care items 
such as shampoo/conditioner, deodorant, soap, razors, lotion, Chap Stick, etc. are very needed by many, 
and for some these are considered luxury items.  Each person attending will get a ticket to choose an item.  
If attending breakfast you will also get a ticket and may choose to give your ticket to someone else.  
Please help to share God’s love by 1) placing your donations in the boxes located in the lobby and 
2nd floor hallway, and 2) attending the breakfast on 12/24. 
 

Christmas Eve Services 
5:00 p.m. - Pre-Service Music 

5:30 p.m. – Early Christmas Candlelight Service 
7:00 p.m. - Pre-Service Music 

7:30 p.m. – Late Christmas Candlelight Service 
 
One Combined Service – We will have one service on Sunday, December 25, at 10 a.m. 
 
Church Custodian Wanted:  The Staff Pastor Parish Team (SPPRT) is looking for a part-time 
custodian.  This paid position is 20-25 hours per week, offers mostly flexible work hours, and works closely 
with the Trustees and the SPPRT.  If you or anyone you know might be interested in this position, please 
inquire in the church office or see any member of the SPPRT.  A job description is available in the foyer. 
 
2023 Offering Envelopes are available in the main hallway beginning today.  If you need envelopes or 
would like to sign-up for E-Tithing, please contact Erika. 
 
E-Tithing is an automatic withdrawal from your checking account and is remitted automatically to the 
church.  We can set it up so it will deduct from your checking account on the 1st and/or the 15th of each 
month.  Contact the church office for more information! 



Kroger Community Rewards – Please enroll in the Kroger Community Program. Go to  
www.krogercommunityrewards.com and all the details on creating an online account are there.  Under 
Community Rewards make sure you search and select “Prospect St. United Meth. Chur” our Organization 
number is VF478. Thank you!  Questions? Call Erika. 

 
Attendance November 27:   Sunday School – 30            Worship Services – 37/101 

 
 

Finance Report – November 27 
Current Envelopes - $1,835.00, Sunday School - $17.00, PIN Fund - $174.50, 

2nd Mile Giving from Guiding Light Circle - $358.82, Weiss Scholarship Fund - $174.50,  
United Methodist Student Day - $10.00, Wesley Scholarship Fund - $335.00,  

Outreach Fund - $135.00, Community Breakfast - $238.40, Memorial Fund - $95.00  
for Janice Linstedt, Choir Music Fund - $240.00 Memory of Janice Linstedt,  

Thanksgiving Offering - $525.00, Noisy Collection - $157.43 
 

General Fund Income YTD: $195,263.36 
General Fund Expense YTD: $211,213.07 

 
 
 

Pastor Josh: pastor@prospectstreetumc.com 
Church Office: secretary@prospectstreetumc.com 

Website: www.prospectstreetumc.com 
 

mailto:secretary@prospectstreetumc.com

