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Mission Statement:  
  

“We are united to love God,   
to grow in our commitment to Christ,  

to serve others, and welcome all people.” 
 



5th Sunday in Lent 

 
 

Joshua Freshour, Pastor 
 

*Please stand if you are able                                                                       Please silence electronic devices 
 
 
 
NOISY COLLECTION                                                       Salvation Army Food Pantry 
 
WELCOME                                                                                                                     Pastor Josh Freshour 
 
CHURCH MISSION STATEMENT    

“We are united to love God,   
to grow in our commitment to Christ,  

to serve others, and welcome all people.”  
                                                            
           
PRELUDE                                                                                                                 Allan Lust  
                                                           “Toccata on Amazing Grace” by J. Christopher Pardini 
 

       Lighting of the Altar Candles 
                                           

Use this time to prepare your heart for worship 
 
RINGING OF THE CHURCH BELL 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP 
Leader: We come to worship because we worship the God of life. 

People:  We worship the God of love and grace. 

Leader:  This is who God is in Christ!  

People:  And love and grace are what God uses to bring about new life. 

Leader:  Though the wilderness may be deadly. 

People:  We will fear no evil, and we will be reckless with our love. 

 
*OPENING HYMN                               “God of Love and God of Power”                                                 #578 

1. God of love 
and God of power, 

grant us in 
this burning hour 
grace to ask these 

gifts of thee, 
daring hearts 

and spirits free. 
God of love 

and God of power, 
thou hast called us 

for this hour. 
2. We are not 
the first to be 

banished by our 
fears from thee; 



give us courage, 
let us hear 

heaven’s trumpets 
ringing clear. 
God of love 

and God of power, 
thou hast called us 

for this hour. 
3. All our lives 
belong to thee, 

thou our final loyalty; 
slaves are we 

whene’er we share 
that devotion anywhere. 

God of love 
and God of power, 
thou hast called us 

for this hour. 
4. God of love 

and God of power, 
make us worthy 

of this hour; 
offering lives 
if it’s thy will, 

keeping free our 
spirits still. 
God of love 

and God of power, 
thou hast called us 

for this hour. 
 
*INVOCATION 
    Holy and wonderful God, we call upon the outpouring of the Holy Spirit today upon our lives. We 

recognize, O God, that You have commissioned us, Your people, to live out our faith. To not just 

say that we believe but have the courage to live out what it means to be a follower of Your Son 

Jesus Christ. To know that when we say we will follow Christ, it's not just halfway and it's not just 

when we need Him. We are called to follow Him when others need Him and where others need Him. 

We are called to follow Him in places we are not wanted; we are called to follow Him into  

dangerous places. We follow Him because we have a message of hope and new life and no 

boundary or border can hold that message back. For if we believe the love of God can go anywhere 

it wants, and if we possess this love, what then shall we ever be afraid of? Amen. 

 
SPECIAL MUSIC                              “Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing”                                  Ben Morris                         
 
OFFERING     
     Offertory                                             “On the Cross of Calvary” arr. by Albin Whitworth                                                  
     *Doxology                             “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                                           #95 
     *Prayer of Thanksgiving   
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                              “Jesus Loves Me” vs. 1 

Children under age four may go to the Nursery 
Children ages four through 5th Grade are dismissed for Junior Worship 

 



SCRIPTURE READING                                John 11:1-44 

Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 2 Mary was the 
one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. 3 So 
the sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” 4 But when Jesus heard it, he said, 
“This illness does not lead to death; rather, it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified 
through it.” 5 Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, 6 after having heard that 
Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was. 7 Then after this he said to the 
disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 8 The disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to 
stone you, and are you going there again?” 9 Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? 
Those who walk during the day do not stumble because they see the light of this world. 10 But those who 
walk at night stumble because the light is not in them.” 11 After saying this, he told them, “Our friend 
Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken him.” 12 The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he 
has fallen asleep, he will be all right.” 13 Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but they 
thought that he was referring merely to sleep. 14 Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. 15 For your 
sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” 16 Thomas, who was called 
the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.”  17 When Jesus arrived, he 
found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. 18 Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some 
two miles away, 19 and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them about their 
brother. 20 When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at 
home. 21 Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22 But even 
now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.” 23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise 
again.” 24 Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” 25 Jesus 
said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will 
live, 26 and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” 27 She said to him, 
“Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.”  28 When 
she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary and told her privately, “The Teacher is here 
and is calling for you.” 29 And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to him. 30 Now Jesus had not 
yet come to the village but was still at the place where Martha had met him. 31 The Jews who were with her 
in the house consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her because they thought 
that she was going to the tomb to weep there. 32 When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she 
knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 33 When 
Jesus saw her weeping and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit 
and deeply moved. 34 He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and 
see.” 35 Jesus began to weep. 36 So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 37 But some of them said, 
“Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?”  38 Then Jesus, 
again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against it. 39 Jesus said, 
“Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, already there is a stench 
because he has been dead four days.” 40 Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed you 
would see the glory of God?” 41 So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I 
thank you for having heard me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the 
crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me.” 43 When he had said this, he cried with a 
loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44 The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, 
and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” 

This is the Word of God for the people of God. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
MESSAGE                                                 “Nothing stands in the way”                                                                         
 
HYMN OF PRAYER                                            “Sanctuary”                                                     

Lord, prepare me 
to be a sanctuary, 



pure and holy, 
tried and true. 

With thanksgiving, 
I’ll be a living 

sanctuary for you. 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name. 
Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
*CLOSING HYMN                                    “Rejoice, the Lord Is King”                                                       #715  

1. Rejoice, the Lord is King! 
Your Lord and King adore; 

mortals, give thanks 
and sing, and triumph 

evermore. 
Lift up your heart, 
lift up your voice; 

rejoice; again 
I say, rejoice. 

2. Jesus the Savior reigns, 
the God of truth and love; 

when he had purged 
our stains, he took 

his seat above. 
Lift up your heart, 
lift up your voice; 

rejoice; again 
I say, rejoice. 

3. His kingdom cannot fail; 
he rules o’er 

earth and heaven; 
the keys of earth 

and hell are to 
our Jesus given. 

Lift up your heart, 
lift up your voice; 

rejoice; again 
I say, rejoice. 

4. Rejoice in glorious hope! 
Jesus the Judge shall come, 

and take his servants 
up to their 



eternal home. 
We soon shall hear 

th’archangel’s voice; 
the trump of God 

shall sound, rejoice! 
 
*BENEDICTION                                                                                 
 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE                       “God Be With You”                                           

God be with you till we meet again; 
by his counsels guide, uphold you, 
with his sheep securely fold you; 

God be with you till we meet again. 
Till we meet, till we meet, 
till we meet at Jesus’ feet; 
till we meet, till we meet, 

God be with you till we meet again. 
  
POSTLUDE                                     “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah” arr. by Mark Kellner  
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

Liturgist: Deborah Mahler 

Greeters/Acolytes: Ann & Terry Huff 

 

 
 
 

The clear candle burning on our altar signifies our appreciation for the men and  
women serving our country during this time of national concern. 

 
 
 
 

Altar Flowers are placed in honor of Ann & Terry Huff’s 41st wedding anniversary. 
 
The Flower Arrangement is in remembrance of Dick & Molly Lu Balis’ anniversary.  Carnations in “Dick’s 
Dozen” represent:  7 pink for the 7 daughters, Donna, April, Alyce, Kathy, Mary, Jody, and Sara, 3 red for 
the 2 sons, Daniel and Chris, and 1 for Dick, 1 white for LuAnn, and 1 yellow for Molly Lu.  
 
The UWIF will be starting their Avon Fundraiser today through April 16.  Pick up your book and order 
form in the foyer and the main hallway on the second floor.  If you have any questions, please feel free to 
reach out to Diane Row. 
 
Monday Morning Bible Study – tomorrow morning at 9:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall.   
 
The United Women In Faith Executive Board will meet tomorrow at 2 p.m. in the Shalom Sunday 
School class area in the Fellowship Hall. 

 
Laundry Love Ministry will be held tomorrow at 4:30 p.m.  at the Southtown Cleaning Village, 355 S. 
Main Street in Marion.  If you would like to help, see Nancy Kimbel. 
 
T.E.A. on Tuesdays at 9:30 a.m. - Panera Bread is the place to be, to be uplifted and supported by a 
group of sisters in Christ.  It is a time of Teaching, Encouraging, & Achieving.  
 



Lenten Study – every Wednesday at 5:30 p.m. and every Friday at 10:30 a.m.  
 
Children’s Easter Party - ages 3 – 10, on Saturday, April 1, from 10-11:30 a.m.  Come for some fun, 
games, craft, and a story.  Take home a cool gift bag.  We need candy donations.  There is a box for your 
donations in the foyer!  Thank you! 
 
The Sacrament of Holy Communion will be served next Sunday, April 2, during both worship services. 
 
Palm Sunday Feast - Sunday, April 2!  The traditional meal will be noodles with chicken or beef, real 
mashed potatoes, green beans/butter beans, bread/butter, dessert, and beverages.  The meal will be after 
the second service, and the cost will be $8.00/adults, $20.00/family, and $2.00 kiddos 10 and under.  This 
meal is sponsored by the Guiding Light Circle.  Mark your calendar now for this event and joyfully plan to 
share in the loving kinship and fellowship with your church family.   
 
The Board of Trustees will be meeting on Monday, April 3, at 6 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. 

 
Maundy Thursday Service at 7 p.m. - If you missed the Last Supper Drama last year, now is your chance 
to catch it again.  This drama takes a look at the relationships between the disciples and Jesus with a 
modern twist.  Communion will be celebrated at this service. 
 
Good Friday Service at 7 p.m. - Come and join us for this special Good Friday Service with a drama titled 
"Dinner with Jesus"  A two person drama that ends with Jesus being arrested and taken to the cross. 
 

Easter Sunrise Service at 7:30 a.m.  
This will be the first of two worship services on Easter morning.  This service is lead primarily by the youth 

of the church. 
Easter Breakfast at 8:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall 

Sunday School at 9:30 a.m. 
Traditional Easter Sunday Worship Service at 10:30 a.m. 

 
3rd Floor Ministry will be hosting their first PARENT’S NIGHT OUT on Friday, April 14, from 5:30 - 8:30 
p.m. for ages 4+.  Parents drop off your children for a night out while they enjoy a meal, games and 
fellowship. Contact Sarah Lambert at (740) 802-3105. 
 
Wesley Scholarship Applications are ready to pick up on the library table in the south alcove or in the 
church office. Deadline to turn in your application is April 15. 
 
Our 6th Fish Fry Fundraiser with Dan’s Fish Fry Services will be held again on Thursday, April 20, from 
4 – 7 p.m.  Proceeds will go toward the Stained Glass Window Fund.  This is a church wide activity so 
please volunteer, sell tickets to friends, co-workers, and family, and most important, plan to attend.  
Volunteer sign-up sheets are posted in the foyer.  Please stop by the table in the foyer for tickets.   
 
Stained Glass Window Maintenance Fund – The estimate for the removal, maintenance of the wood 
frames, and reinstalling of the existing storm windows totals $70,000.  Keep your eyes on our Fundraiser 
Thermometer throughout the church for the progress on completing the goal.  Currently we are at 
$16,501.42.   If you would like to donate to this project, please mark your envelope “Stained Glass Window 
Fund”.   Thank you!  
 
Service DVD’s for Shut-Ins!  We have DVD’s available of all our Sunday Services for anyone who would 
like to borrow them or have a copy.  We are delivering DVD Players and the DVD’s on Monday mornings!  
Call Erika in the office for information. 
 
 
 

tel:(740)%20802-3105


Kroger Community Rewards – Please enroll in the Kroger Community Program.  Go to 
www.krogercommunityrewards.com and all the details on creating an online account are there.  Under 
Community Rewards make sure you search and select “Prospect St. United Meth. Chur” our Organization 
number is VF478. Thank you!  If you have any questions, please call Erika. 
 
Attendance March 19, 2023: Sunday School - 41       Worship Services – 33/86 
 
 

Finance Report – March 19 
 

Current Envelopes - $1,422.00, Loose Offering - $161.25, Sunday School - $18.00,  
UMCOR Offering - $21.00, Men’s Fund - $46.00, Outreach Fund - $50.00, 

Other Giving - $50.00 for use of Fellowship Hall 
Fish Fry Ticket Sale - $620.00 

 
General Fund Income YTD: $43,365.88 

General Fund Expense YTD: $56,944.34 
 
 
 

Pastor Josh: pastor@prospectstreetumc.com 
Church Office: secretary@prospectstreetumc.com 

Website: www.prospectstreetumc.com 

 

mailto:secretary@prospectstreetumc.com

