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Mission Statement:  
  

“We are united to love God,   
to grow in our commitment to Christ,  

to serve others, and welcome all people.”   



2nd Sunday of Advent
 

 

Joshua Freshour, Pastor 
 

*Please stand if you are able                                                               Please silence electronic devices 
 

 
 
 
WELCOME                                                 Pastor Josh Freshour 
 
CHURCH MISSION STATEMENT  

“We are united to love God,   
to grow in our commitment to Christ,  

to serve others, and welcome all people.”   
                                                                       
*PRAISE SONGS                             “Bring a Torch, Jeanette, Isabella” 

Bring a torch, Jeannette, Isabella, 
bring a torch and quickly run. 

Christ is born, good folk of the village, 
Christ is born, and Mary’s calling, 
Ah! Ah! Beautiful is the mother, 

Ah! Ah! Beautiful is her Son. 
Hasten now, good folk of the village; 
Hasten now the Christ child to see. 

You will find him asleep in the manger, 
Quietly come and whisper softly, 

Hush! Hush! Peacefully now he slumbers, 
Hush! Hush! Peacefully now he sleeps. 

 
“God Rest You Merry, Gentlemen” 
God rest you merry, gentlemen, 

let nothing you dismay, 
remember Christ our Savior 
was born on Christmas Day, 

to save us all from Satan’s pow’r  
when we were gone astray. 

O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy; 
O tidings of comfort and joy. 

From God, our heav’nly Father, 
a blessed angel came; 

and unto certain shepherds  
brought tidings of the same: 

how that in Bethlehem was born  
the Son of God by name. 

O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy; 
O tidings of comfort and joy. 
Now to the Lord sing praises, 

all you within this place, 
and with true love and fellowship  

each other now embrace; 



this holy tide of Christmas 
all others doth efface. 

O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy; 
O tidings of comfort and joy. 

 
LIGHTING THE CANDLE OF LOVE                                                                                Lynn & John Mullins 

 
At times we get the themes of advent confused and cause them to start working for us instead of the other 
way around...hope for a new car, we want some peace and quiet for us.  We find joy doing the things we 
like to do.  We do the same thing with love. Love is selfless. Not selfish....selfless. But we try to control 
love when we make it start working for us, choosing only to love those things which we already like. It's 
easy to love pizza when you already like it. When we choose to go to work for love, then we will love even 
when it's difficult to do so.  
 
Lighting the Candle of Love 
 
We light the candle of love today. Jesus came to Earth because God so loved the world.  And while that is 
the truth, “God does love the world”, it's not the kind of love that excuses things and looks the other way 
when things get tough.  Instead love is about hearing one another out and then reconciling the differences 
we have with one another.   Sometimes we use love so as to allow excusing things to outweigh 
accountability.  And this breeds apathy.  Jesus came to this world not because he felt sorry for us...having 
pity for our state and delivering us the news that while there is love, there is no hope but instead he came 
because he believed that even though we are hard to love, we were worth the time and investment 
because each of us were and are always meant for more. And we were always meant for relationship. 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
SCRIPTURE READING                                 Romans 15:4-13  
4 For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by steadfastness and by 
the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope.  5 May the God of steadfastness and 
encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus,

 6 so that 
together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.  7 Welcome one 
another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.  8 For I tell you that Christ has 
become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in order that he might confirm the 
promises given to the patriarchs 9 and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is 
written, “Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles and sing praises to your name”; 10 and again he 
says, “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people”; 11 and again, “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the 
peoples praise him”; 12 and again Isaiah says, “The root of Jesse shall come, the one who rises to rule the 
Gentiles; in him the Gentiles shall hope.”  13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in 
believing, so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 
This is the Word of God for the People of God. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
MESSAGE                                                     “Turn Turn Turn”                                                  Pastor Josh    
 
SONG OF REFLECTION               “I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day”    

I heard the bells on Christmas Day 
their old familiar carols play, 

and wild and sweet the words repeat 
of peace on earth, goodwill to men. 
I thought how, as the day had come, 

the belfries of all Christendom 



had rolled along the unbroken song 
of peace on earth, goodwill to men. 
And in despair I bowed my head: 

“There is no peace on earth,” I said, 
“For hate is strong, and mocks the song 

of peace on earth, goodwill to men.” 
Then pealed the bells 
more loud and deep: 

“God is not dead, nor doth he sleep; 
the wrong shall fail, the right prevail, 

with peace on earth, goodwill to men.” 
Till, ringing, singing on its way, 

The world revolved from night to day 
A voice, a chime, a chant sublime, 

Of peace on earth, goodwill to men. 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
HOLY COMMUNION 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name. 
Thy Kingdom come,   
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
*CLOSING SONG                                        “Deck the Halls” 

Deck the halls with boughs of holly, 
Fa la la la la, la la la la. 

‘Tis the season to be jolly, 
Fa la la la la, la la la la. 

Don we now our gay apparel, 
Fa la la, la la la, la la la. 

Toll the ancient Yuletide carol, 
Fa la la la la, la la la la. 

See the blazing Yule before us, 
Fa la la la la, la la la la. 

Strike the harp and join the chorus. 
Fa la la la la, la la la la. 

Follow me in merry measure, 
Fa la la la la, la la la la. 

While I tell of Christmas treasure, 
Fa la la la la, la la la la. 



Fast away the old year passes, 
Fa la la la la, la la la la. 

Hail the new, ye lads and lasses, 
Fa la la la la, la la la la. 

Sing we joyous, all together, 
Fa la la la la, la la la la. 

Heedless of the wind and weather, 
Fa la la la la, la la la la. 

                                                                   
*BENEDICTION           
                                                                       
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE                     “God Be With You”                                           

God be with you till we meet again; 
by his counsels guide, uphold you, 
with his sheep securely fold you; 

God be with you till we meet again. 
Till we meet, till we meet,  
till we meet at Jesus’ feet; 
till we meet, till we meet,  

God be with you till we meet again. 
  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Greeters: Lynn & Velma Clabaugh 

 
 
 
 

The clear candle burning on our altar signifies our appreciation for the men and  
women serving our country during this time of national concern. 

 
 
 
 

 
Altar Flowers are placed in honor of Cheryl & Mike Doezema’s 50th wedding anniversary. 
 
Last day to order your shirts with the church logo from the SKI group!  Order forms are available in 
the foyer along with sample shirts.  Want an order form emailed to you?  Contact Susan Rockwell at 
bshouston@roadrunner.com or call/text at 740-396-2531.  You can go to sanmar.com for more options or 
contact Janey Fassler at Vizual Express.  If you have questions, see one of the SKI members. 
 
Open House - You are invited to come help celebrate Mike & Cheryl Doezema’s 50th wedding anniversary 
this afternoon from 3 – 5 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. 
 
Monday Morning Bible Study Group – every Monday at 9:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  
 
The S.K.I. Group will meet tomorrow at 5 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. 
 
T.E.A. on Tuesdays at 9:30 a.m. - Panera Bread is the place to be!   
 
Book Study – every Wednesday at 5:30 p.m. and Friday at 10:30 a.m. in the Upper Room.  
 
The Finance Team will meet on Thursday, December 8, at 7 p.m. in the Upper Room. 
 

mailto:bshouston@roadrunner.com


The “Tour of Churches” is a downtown merchant’s sponsored event.  On Friday, December 9, from 
5 - 8 p.m., we will once again be welcoming the Marion community to tour our church.  Please help!  Sign 
up in the foyer or talk to Diane Row or Linda Kear.  Come on and join the fun, and have a cookie or two 
from Darlynn’s table of goodies on December 9. 
 
The Sr. Choir will be presenting a Christmas Musical entitled HOW GREAT OUR JOY on Sunday, 
December 11, at the 10:30 Service.  As the Sr. Choir presents the musical -- HOW GREAT OUR JOY - 
we hope that our church family will enjoy celebrating the same joy that was celebrated by St. Francis of 
Assisi centuries ago, and continues now for years to come, based upon the gift of Heaven's Love, our 
savior Jesus Christ. 
 
Sunday, December 11 - Christmas Caroling after the second service.  A chili and hotdog lunch will be 
served; carolers will join a group, receive a route, song books, and sent out to bring joy.  Pastor Joe has 
planned our routes and been a caroler for many years.  All ages are welcome; those we visit enjoy seeing 
children and youth.  See Linda Kear or Pastor Joe. 
 
Ladies’ Lunch – Sunday, December 11, after the 10:30 a.m. worship service. 
 
What is Christmas time without a children’s Christmas play?  BORING!  Plans are underway and we 
need to hear from you that you will get your kids to practice and allow them to be here December 18 for 
the 10:30 service to warm our hearts with their gifts. 
 
Personal Care Items Needed for Christmas Community Breakfast 12/24/22 - Our December 
Community Breakfast will be held Christmas Eve morning (8:30 -10:30).  While this will be a very busy time 
for many, we hope that you will come and share the love of Christ with one another and/or those in our 
community who may be less fortunate.  And for the super busy, what better way to start your day than to 
come eat (without the cleanup), spend some one-on-one time with others, and then get moving with the 
rest of your day. 
Because it’s Christmas we would like to give a small gift to those attending.  Personal care items 
such as shampoo/conditioner, deodorant, soap, razors, lotion, Chap Stick, etc. are very needed by many, 
and for some these are considered luxury items.  Each person attending will get a ticket to choose an item.  
If attending breakfast you will also get a ticket and may choose to give your ticket to someone else.  
Please help to share God’s love by 1) placing your donations in the boxes located in the lobby and 
2nd floor hallway, and 2) attending the breakfast on 12/24. 
 

Christmas Eve Services 
5:00 p.m. - Pre-Service Music 

5:30 p.m. – Early Christmas Candlelight Service 
7:00 p.m. - Pre-Service Music 

7:30 p.m. – Late Christmas Candlelight Service 
 
One Combined Service – We will have one service on Sunday, December 25, at 10 a.m. 
 
Church Custodian Wanted:  The Staff Pastor Parish Team (SPPRT) is looking for a part-time 
custodian.  This paid position is 20-25 hours per week, offers mostly flexible work hours, and works closely 
with the Trustees and the SPPRT.  If you or anyone you know might be interested in this position, please 
inquire in the church office or see any member of the SPPRT.  A job description is available in the foyer. 
 
2023 Offering Envelopes are available in the main hallway beginning today.  If you need envelopes or 
would like to sign-up for E-Tithing, please contact Erika. 
 
E-Tithing is an automatic withdrawal from your checking account and is remitted automatically to the 
church.  We can set it up so it will deduct from your checking account on the 1st and/or the 15th of each 
month.  Contact the church office for more information! 



Kroger Community Rewards – Please enroll in the Kroger Community Program. Go to  
www.krogercommunityrewards.com and all the details on creating an online account are there.  Under 
Community Rewards make sure you search and select “Prospect St. United Meth. Chur” our Organization 
number is VF478. Thank you!  Questions? Call Erika. 

 
Attendance November 27:   Sunday School – 30            Worship Services – 37/101 

 
 

Finance Report – November 27 
Current Envelopes - $1,835.00, Sunday School - $17.00, PIN Fund - $174.50, 

2nd Mile Giving from Guiding Light Circle - $358.82, Weiss Scholarship Fund - $174.50,  
United Methodist Student Day - $10.00, Wesley Scholarship Fund - $335.00,  

Outreach Fund - $135.00, Community Breakfast - $238.40, Memorial Fund - $95.00  
for Janice Linstedt, Choir Music Fund - $240.00 Memory of Janice Linstedt,  

Thanksgiving Offering - $525.00, Noisy Collection - $157.43 
 

General Fund Income YTD: $195,263.36 
General Fund Expense YTD: $211,213.07 

 
 
 

Pastor Josh: pastor@prospectstreetumc.com 
Church Office: secretary@prospectstreetumc.com 

Website: www.prospectstreetumc.com 

 

mailto:secretary@prospectstreetumc.com

